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SOURCE Newspapers and pertodical as indicated,

PROGRESS :OF INDONESIAK RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM IN 1952

ﬁ"hts report gives detalls on the progress and difficulties of
the Indonesian resettilement program during 1952, The ma jor move-
ument is to Sumatra and Borneo, especlally to South Sumatra. The
plans of the Trapsmigration Service and the CT¥ (Corps TJjandangan
Nasional, Natiopal. Reserve Corps) to redistribute the Indonesgian
population have been greatly hampered by insuff'icient government
funds,/

Tambunan Cites Food Shortage

At a recent Djakarta conference, Tambunan ; chie? ‘of the Transmigration

Service, made the following stetements concerning the necessity for the redistri-
bution of the population in Indonesia: ’

e
"If the total arable land in Java of some 8 million hectares were equally? (}/\
divided among the 40 million people who seke a living in egriculture, eagh .-~
family of five would get on

1y 2 hectares of langd./ Sceurity disturbances and
hunger cannot possibly be preveated in Java under’ such circumstar-es.

"The Indonesian archipelago contains 1,900,000 gquare kilometers, but only
Java, with 132 ,000 square kilometers has re

ached anything near its maximum agri-
cultural production. The Irdonesian government is obliged to import more than
half & million tons of food annually to feed the population. Since there is an
annual population iner

ease in Indenesia of 1,200,000, imports must increase
unless there is a corresponding agricultural expansion,

"Du.ring periods such as World War II, communications with ti:e outside world
8re so broken that imports cease, Therefore, with the cwrient international ten-
#lon, it 1s even more important to fipd e solution to the food problem." (1}
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Government Assistance

The Indonzsian government has
to assist the resettlement program:
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migrants, which has, up to now, cost the government 8,000 rupiahs per family; &
2) provision of construction materials only to the migrants, which has, up to ‘o
nov; cost the government 5,000 rupiahs per family; ang (3) provision by the o )
migrants themselves of their own houses and equipment, with the governuwent oy - .
granting 2,000 rupiahs per family, Do E
® ;
Government fundg spent on building homes must be repaid but the terms are
generous. For instance, the migrant fs not Tequired to pay taxes for the first 4
3 years. Each Tamily receives 2 nectares of land, and it is estimated that the {QZ

TR yield of one hectare (about 20 quintals of paddy rice), sold on
market, would easily pay off ag 8,000 rupiah devt in & years.(2)

CTN Accomplishments

According to Lt Col Omon Abdurachman, directop of the CTN,
gan Hasional, National Reserve Corps}, resettlement could be an
tion for the employment of 33,000 forzer members of the a

due to army reorgaenization,

to South Sumatra ang Sorneo,
of birth. For instance, out
have gone to other localities.(3)

According to the Java Bode,
10,414 persons, chiefly from West
Sumatra;
Dumogo in the North Celebes, The same
2,377 persous, mainly from Central Java,
by the CTN, and 5,006 from West, Central,

Java, have been sent

According to Abdurachman,
been quite successful.,
such as tractors ang bulldozers, iastruction
Every group will have road -buiiding, reclamation,
units assigned to 1t,
with modern ejuipment,

It is expected that very shortly,

Lieutenant Colopel Abdurachman said that
lumber for housing has been erected at BandJermasiu,
by the CIN men themselves.
and Samarinda,

He said one of the most serious
land ownership rights,

problems

eX-servicemen and *heir Tamilies,

(Corps Tjandan-

rmy who were released
However, altaough 7,200 e€x-service men have gcne
most of the men prefer to remain in their place

of 9,101 ex-service men in Bast Java, only 3,649

totaling

to the Lampung area of
and 400 families of ex-servicemen have been sent frop Minahasa to
issue of this newspaper reported that
have been sent to the Lamp
and East Java to Borneo. (4)

&rea

people land conscious have
The government will provide agriculturel mechinery,

irp their proper use.
agricultural and construction

such units, supplied

will be sent wherever their services are required.

2 central sawmill to provide
Borneo, which 1ig operated
Other sawmillg will be established in Pontianak

in Borneo is that of determining
vhich the goverrmeat has n°t yet defined.

There was a

‘8ood deal of trouble bectuse the CTN people worked the land, and were then

the property of others.
once cultivated and then
{civil govermnent) cannot

vomadic lives so that land
forest., The pamong pradja

Feople in Borneo have lived
abandoned has reverted to
solve this problem of land

ownership by invoking the Kepela Adat {Common Lav}, since specific agrarian

laws are required,

Abdurachman said
million rupiahs, but only 26 million were
ficit. Tnis cut will necessarily restrict

According to a report by Captain Svegondc ,
CIN ccmpany of 303 members, which settled in Borneo,
land for cultivation ang 15
road has been constructed, two bridgez,
Work on 16 other bridges is under way.
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that for 1952, the CIN requested an appropriation of 122
granted because of the national de-
CIN activities.(3)

CTN inspec’or, the Widjajakusums
has cleared 30 hectares of
hectares for truck gardening, A 6-kilometer-long
and 102 temporary houses have been built.
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The w;d‘,jaJakusums company was origicully sent out vith the following equip-
ment: one truck, one motorcycle, ope typevriter, one power saw, and administrg-
tive supplies, The company itself purchased the followine additional equip-

. ment: 25 bicycles, 3 power 8AWS, one gernerator set, 2 wagons, 2 oxen, and 3
i water buffalos. The Wid jajakusuma company hsz a raserve capital of 96,500
B rupiehs,(5)

Service Allocations Termed Insufficient

Tembunen, chief of the Transmigration Service, stated that hig office was
allocated only 3 million rupiahs fop 1951, which merely covered the expense of
moving 3,000 persons to South Sumatra, 100 to the Celebes, and 400 to Banten
[Fest Java/, “He agaed that the Travsmigration Service ha done enough plenning
tc proceed with resettlement on a Jurge o0din, but government financial S5Up~
port is st1ll peeded, (1)

The Minister of Social Affairs, Anwar ’I'jckroaminoto, claimed that the govern-
ment allocated only 3,500,000 rupiahe for the resettlement program in 1951.(6)

: Tambunan asked the Minigter of Social Affairs if under the restricted finan-
o cial aid, it might not be better to dissolve the Transmigration Service, thus
: saving 1,500,000 rupiehs annuallv ip selaries, To this, Minpister T jokroaminoto
replied: "To permit the Transmigration Service to be dissolved would be equiva-
lent to permitting Indonesiens to be murdered, " (1)

Editorial comment op this statement said that Indoresiens would 2130 be
murderset_i if the Transmigration Service could not 40 any more than it is at pres-

ent. (7
N According to H. M. Munavar, resettlement under the auspices of the Bureau
of National Reconstruction has been largely to the area of North and South Suma -

tra,(8)

p

Difficulties Facing Migrants

According to Munavar, the problems of migrants ip South Sumatra generally\) \

; stem from the unfriendly attitude of the original iohabitants ang iack of com-
" b munications. In Bengkulu, for instance, the new settlers eva experiencing
diffieculties nainly because the Central Transmigration Office has not yet huilt
AN . & road system in this region. The big problems in Tugu Mul jo are irrigation .
. and lack of equipment . (9) -~
Lo Hurawvar has further stated that the disputes which arose in Kemumu, South N
Sumatra, from the bostile attitude of the inhabitants toward the migrants are

_ ' being avoided ip Belitarg South Sumatrea, by the erection ol fences between the
new gettlers and the ares inhabited by the original residents,

Munavar said thai since the settlers in Belitang do not produce enough food '«\\_'
for their needs, hearby villages such as Semendavai Suky II, Semendawai Suky III, %
Madang I, and Medang IT have largely been converteq to rice paddy cultivation to /’
supply the Belitang area. Unfortunately, only one fifth of the land under cultj-
vation in this area is irrigated by canals, but if prevar irrigation were rastored,
the Beliteng resettlement area would yield a large amount of foodstufrs, in-
cluding rice and & second ¢rop.
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Munawer said that it was surprising to find that dual administration existed
in the Belitang ares. Besides the tjamat (subdistrict head) for the Belitang
resettlement erea, there is also & tjamat for Munt jak Kabau, This latter offi-
cial was eppointed after the returp of the Republican government, while the Beli-
tang tjamet was never removed. Since the k2t jamatan (subdistrict) of Muntjak
Kabau st11l has no definite status, the resulting situation is confusing., Ac-
cording to Munawar, it is hoped that the goveroment will no longer permit two
subdistrict heads to function in the same place, as such divided authority works
2 hardship on the people. He added that up to now, there is no apparent im-
provement in the resettlement in South Sumatra.(8)

On the other hend, Minister T jokroaminocto stated upon his return from a
visit tc South Sumatra that he nad a favorable impression of the situation
there.(6)

Munawar also saild that at first the Kemumu ares, showed progress in agri-\ (-
culture but that retrogression is now evident. He said that this is pot en- )
couraging, considering the large amount of reclaimed land in that region.(9)

Munawar further stated that 1t was rather itrange that the new settlers
in South Sumatra were short of food, although they produced come 10 toms of
paddy rice in one year. Their efforts seem to be futile because the idjon
system [usurious system of preharvest credit extension/ is still practiced ex-
tensively among the new settlers in general and particularly in the Lampung
and Tugu Hardjo areas of South Sumatra, Copzequently, while the total yearly
production of paddy rice is large, the new scttlers do not prosper. The only
ones who profit are a group of capitelists who have granted loans under the 1djon
sygtem. Consequently, it has become usual for the farmers to go elsevhere after
the harvest to seek other occupations, Up to now, the govermment nas done
nothing to remedy this situation.

Munawar said that attempts are belpng made in every resettlement area un-
der government supervision to store rize in barns, but the people do not ra-
tion themselves properly, so that when a shortage develops, reserve rice is
withdrawn for consumption.

Munawar further stated that It is again being rumored that the govern-
ment will extend banx cr<dit so that the settlers will not have to use the 1d-
Jon syetem. However, even this plan will fail because the idjon system is ac-
tually not as much the reason for the fallure to store rice as the fault of the
people themselves. They are very improvident and leave their flelds at harvest
time to attend festivals, rlays, and dances.

In conclusfon, Munawar made the following suggestions: (a) prospective
settlers nus! be fully informed about the region they intend to inhabit; (b) they
must be moved in au uruersy rashion to areas where there is work for them; (c)
they should be educated in habits of economy; (d) the idjon credit system must
be forbidden and replaced by an equally guick method of obtaining loans.(8) -

o Darsosintono Makes Proposals

S. Darsosintono, former colonization chief during the colonial period, olf-
fered the following suggestions for an efficient resettlement program for Indo-
nesia.

"Resettlement does, not require voluminous reports, futile debates, or nu-
merous committees. Immediate action is peeded and the minimum requirements are
a5 follovs; government financial and technicel aid, moral support from the puh-
lic, capable and Liunest leadership, end settlers who are willing to work and
stand hardship.
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"Dr Schacht, the German economist vho recently went to Indonesia as an
economic consuitant, suggested that the first steps toward a resettlement pro-
gram are to build roads, to organize communications, and to coordinate the
Preparatory Administrative Agency for Transmigration (Koordinasi Badan Pen-
Jelenggera Transmigrasi).

‘"The term 'comunications includes the transportation or settlers and
their belongings, and the capacity to remove lumber ¢leared from the Jungle,
In 1938, the absence of communications ves keenly felt whep lang Was Opened at
Wey Sekampung in the Lampung area. The Jungles of Sumatra can provide milliops
of cubic meters of lumber, which during the colonial period could not be
moved becauge there vere nc good roads.

"Resettlement requires a hardy and competent leader to organize and di-
rect the clearine of the Jungle and the building of homes, The leader must

He must know their daily needs and give them moral Support, particularly when
homesickness causes dissatisfaction. Prospective migrants should be told of
the difficulties they face, and high-sounding slogans should be avolded.

"Settlers must be temporarily grouped ipn one place and provided with food
and lodging, and it would be well to have temporary quarters constructed in the
Jungle before they arrive. Construction of these quarters can be given to
contractors who kmow how to use Jungle Jumber, thatch, and lalang grass.

"Maruwal agricultura} implements are necessary, but projects in Malaya
and the Philippines have shown the need ang practicality of tractors. The
Jjungle should be cleared and the soil tilled before the settlers arrive. How-
ever, planting, weeding, and harvesting should be done by the settlers themselves,

"The granting and administration of subsidies should be simplified, and un-
necessary paper work eliminated. Such financial assistance can be diccontinued
alter 2 years, if the settlements are self«sufficient by that time, pr Schacht
advised that bureaucracy be reduced to 2 mininum and that one ministry is suffi-
¢ient to handle regsettlement."(10) B

Preparations for Future

The Agricultural Bureau has begun to clear some 2,500 hectares of fertile,
malaria-free land around Simpangampat, Kinali, and other places in the Paseman
Regency of West Sumatra. This lend is intended for about 500 tamilies from Java
vwho were settled in Baru, West Sumatra. They will be transferred to this land
because the land in Bary i& not suitable for cultivation, and the water supply
there 1is inadequate.(11)

Under a new government-sponsored program, the ["irst group consisting of 200
families from Jogjakerta will settlein Sumbersari, pear the Metro erea in the
Central Lampung Regency of Sumatra. Ju 1s eXpecced that during the current Yyear,

. 2,100 families or four or five members each will be sent out, in addition to 1,300
farilies to Lampung, 300 to Palembang and 500 to TJivaliung in Banten, Sumatra,(2)
[Tt is pot clear whether or not these are in addition to those reported by the
dava Bode on 21 August;7

The movement of Ambon residents to Cerapm ig being planned by tke authori-
ties as a step toward the solution of unemployment and the shortage of housing in

Ambon. The government wiil brovide land, housing (for a limited period of time),
medical services and materisls for 80il cultivation.(12)
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Since the importance of land reclamat
Economic and Finance Office has decide
Clearing the land is g problem which requires capital and initiative > Bince
very little can he done with the present primitive methods of operation. The

possitilities of establishing industries, such as roof-tile factories to be S
operated by the new settlers, are under consideration.(2)

ion hes become fully recognized, the
d £0 organize a Langd Reclamation Office..
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